Letter from the
JOCC Board

In March JOCC is moving
into offices in downtown
Riverside. A conference
center is available for our

business meetings and sc §

small events! We will be
both a “virtual” center and
“real-time” center---
reaching out to the Inland

Empire and into cyberspa: |

Wow!

Jeffrey Owens Community
Center is working under tt
umbrella of the Communit

Foundation to pursue a nc.

profit status, to be official
by mid 2007. Our strategic
plan spans several years |
the future, updated and
reviewed quarterly. Maggi
Hawkins has provided
valuable consulting servic
to the center, helping guid
JOCC through initial
growing pains.

Monthly communityevents
include the “Excuses to G
Together”, Public General
Meetings, annual fund-

raisers like concerts by the

AIDS Walk 2006

LA Gay Men’s Chorus
and VoxFemina. JOCC
represents our community
in festivals and fairs, in
community forums such
as the Riverside Forum on

September 20(

Mayor Loveridgespeking at a JOCC Town Hall Meeting

instrumental in getting
JOCC where we are
now have stepped
down, but are still
working with JOCC in
the background giving

Homelessness, World Aids Poth advice and support in

Day activities, and the
annual Inland AIDS walk.
JOCC was part of the
awareness training video
for the Riverside Police
Department.

JOCC obtained a fifty
thousand dollar grant from
the California Endowment
helping us develop
programs. This grant has
been, and will continue to
be, instrumental in
allowing JOCC to hire a
part-time administrative
assistant.

The Board of Directors
seeks texpand its
membership as we grow.
Ken Sandoval and Nancy
Jean Tubbs, who where

spirit. Assuming their
roles are Rob McMurray
as vice president and
Angela Asbell as
secretary.

An Advisory Board
composed of members of
the community is

forming. JOCC maintains
an up-to-date and
available resource list. We
established contacts with
many city, county and
private organizations who
wish to partner with us.

The quarterly newsletter
has been revived and our
website has been
completely revamped at
www.jocc.org. We have a

calendar of upcoming
Cont. on page 6




Ken Sandoval & Rob McMurray
At The AIDS Walk 2006

The JOCC Youth Council
meets every Monday.

Mondays. 5pm Youth
Council meets at Back To
the Grind coffee shop,
University Avenue,
Downtown Riverside.

Sat, 24 Mar: 7am-2pm,
Car Wash fundraiser:
volunteers needed.

At the V.1.P.

Sat, 24 Mar. JOCC
Breaking All Barriers
Concert Back to the Grind
coffee shop, University
Avenue, Downtown
Riverside.

6pm — 11:30pm

Sat, 31 Mar: Artz
Workshop: Express
Yourself---free and open to
all LGBTIQQ folks, family,
friends and allies ages 12-2
yrs. Facilitators: Sar:i
Slocum and Michele Worth.
At Planned Parenthood, "10
& Market Streets, downtowr]
Riverside.

By Lael Stalnaker

“In 2004, AIDS was fifth  that they were made after

most frequently reported
communicable disease in
Riverside County with
184 newly diagnosed
cases reported...” “Of

newly infected HIV cases,

The correct percentage
should be 91% of new
HIV cases are men who
have sex with men. | was
floored. There is also a
free floating 3% where no

84% reported men havingrisk factors were reported

sex with men as a risk

at all. The bearing of that

factor” “In the last decadejs: part of that 3% could

more thartwo-thirds of
the reported male AIDS
cases County have
occurred among men
having sex with men.”
Riverside County
Department of Public
Health, Communicable
Disease Report 2004,
page 15.

Those sentences jumpe
out at me as | read the
report. Then something
else in Riverside jumped
out. The risk factors were

all separated out so that a

better understanding of
what the picture looked
like. A pie chartin
particular showed a grim
picture. 84% of that chart
was men who have sex
with men. An additional
7% were men who have
sex with men AND
intravenous drug usas a
combined risk factor. |

called Epidemiology, who

issued the report with a
simple question.

Were the original

also be men who have se;

with men that did not
disclose it.

AIDS Walk 2006

Alarming, to say the
least. Why is this still

happening? | am speaking

as a gay male, | say ‘we’,
‘our’, ‘us’ and mean it
literally. Is the issue still

condoms? Is it that we are

just burnt out on dealit
with safe sex in general?
Could it be that with
HIV/AIDS related deaths
dropping off the bottom «
charts and off the
conscious radar, we are
just plain forgetting

To make matters more
entertaining, other STDs
are also on the rise.
Syphilis is raging through
the County, ok,

statements made before ofigyratively, but still. It

after the splitting of the

went from nearly gone to

risk factors. The responsey7 primary and Secondar
after some checking, was cases in 2004. The 2005

figures are still being

added up, but looking
even higher. Out of
those 77 cases of
Primary and Secondary
syphilis, 65 were men
who have sex with men.
76% of those with
known HIV status were
Co-infected with both
HIV and syphilis. So,
this means yowan get
two things for the price
of one encounter.

Our sexual health is still
very much at risk. And it
doesn’t look like we are
Joing much about it. So,
this is why | am being
the alarmist. Discussion
needs to happen if we
Jdon’t want the physical
repercussions of simply
being who we are and
who we sleep with.

Download a PDF copy
of the report cited in this
article: http://www.
rivcohealthdata.org

Lael Stalnaker is a
Communicable Disease
Specialist with the
HIV/AIDS Program,
Riverside County
Department of Public Health




Steve Valkenburg
Stonewall Democrats

How do you become an
activist in the LGBT
community of the Inland
Empire?

Find a group of like-
minded folks that want to
fight for equality.

In 2006, a record number
of LGBT bills were
passed by the
legislature...and that didn't
happen in a vacuum.

Local, state and national
organizations are working
for our rights; however,
we need to support them
to make them effective.
When Marriage Equality
came before the Assembly
last year, many in our
local community joined
together. We met in
churches in Riverside, at
Democratic Clubs and
others wrote letters to the
editor.

Equality California is our
state-wide voice for action
in Sacramento. They do a
great job and deserve our
support. However, when it
was time tovote, it was
our local Assembly
Members that made the
difference. We had a we
long effort to lobby 2
Assembly Members. Thu
bill would not have pass
without Assembly
Member Gloria Negrete
McLeod's support.

Dom Betro, Councilman for
Ward 1 and David St. Pierre
At the Town Hall Meeting

The Inland Counties
Stonewall Democrats
worked to get information
out about the bill and
encourage people to flood
the political offices with
voices of support.

We heard that Assembly
Member Joe Baca,

Jr. received over 200 calls

against us and 50 in favor.

They noticed that the 50
calls of support were from
thedistrict and the 200
against us were from
another state. This made
an impact.

Marriage Equality passed
the Assembly with
McLeod's support. We
were ashamed by the lack
of support from Joe Baca,
Jr., so weworked to get a
better Democrat in office.
Baca Jr. won't be
returning to Sacramento.

Peace Rally Downtown Riverside

In early 2007 a new
Assembly and Senate will
meet and new legislation
will be proposed. Our
proud "out" legislatures
will work to advance
equality and we need to be
there to support them. We

need to be able to
mobilize our community
locally.

Coming Out is one way to
make adifference. Once
out, we need to continue
to fight for our rights. We
need everyone to join in
the political process and
make a difference.

Join Stonewall
Democrats.

Steve Valkenburg
President/ Political
Director

Inland Counties
Stonewall Democrats

Equality California:
WWwWw.egca.org

Human Right<ampaign:
www.hrc.org

Inland Counties Stonewall
Democrats:
www.icsdstonewall.org







Educational & Social

Services
(with street location)

Bienestar Human Services
909.889.5333

191 S. E St. Suite D

San Bernardino, CA 92401
www.bienestar.org/

CSU San Bernardino Pride
Center

909.537.5963
pridectr@csusb.edu

Santos Manuel Student Union
San Bernardino, CA 92407

Desert Pride Center
760.327.2313
Info@DesertPrideCenter.org
611 South Palm Canyon,
Suite 201

Palm Springs, CA 92264
www.desertpridecenter.org/

Gay Associated Youth
760.776.1744

866.407.1GAY (Toll free AC
760 & 909)
info@gayassociatedyouth.org
Call for street location. Open
7 days a week.

PO Box 448

Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
http://www.gayassociatedyout

h.ora/

Inland AIDS Project
1.800.499.2437

3756 Elizabeth St.

Riverside, CA 92506
http://www.inlandaidsproject.o

ra/

UC Riverside LGBT
Resource Center
951.827.2267
out@ucr.edu

250 Costo Hall
Riverside, CA 92521
http://out.ucr.edu/

Spiritual
Communities

Diocese of San Bernardino
Ministry to Families with
Gay and Lesbian Catholics
Fr. David Fitzgerald,

commission chairperson,
909.882.2931 ext. 12

First Christian Church of
Riverside

Dr. Chris Nettles
951.686.0646

4055 Jurupa Ave. (at
Brockton)

Riverside, CA 92506

First Congregational
Church of Riverside

Rev. Jane Quandt
951.684.2494

3504 Mission Inn
Riverside, CA 92502
http://www.fccriverside.org

Grace Episcopal Church

The Reverend Jo Ann Weeks
951.924.6760
weeksj@msn.com

Deacon: The Reverend Larry
Steele

11349 Perris Blvd.

Moreno Valley, CA 92557

Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship, Hemet

Sunday meetings at Ramona
Conference Rm

behind Miller Jones Mortuary
(1501 W. Florida Ave.)
http://www.uuhemet.org/

Redlands United Church of
Christ

Rev. Dr. Sharon R. Graff
909.793.3520

168 Bellevue Avenue
Redlands, CA 92373
http://www.uccredlands.org

Safe Haven - The New
American Christian Church
Rev. Renee J. Painter
626.824.7837
RevRJPainter@aol.com
Sunday Worship in Upper
Chapenl at 12 noon

@ First Congregational
Church of Riverside

3504 Mission Inn Ave.
Riverside, CA (use Lemon St.
entry)

San Bernardino United
Church of Christ
Rev. Petra Malleis

909.886.4911

3041 N. Sierra Way

San Bernardino, CA 92405
http://www.sbucc.org

St. George's Episcopal
Church

The Rev. Canon Victoria T.
Hatch

951.686.9936
st.george@sbcglobal.net
950 Spruce Street
Riverside, CA 92507

Temple Beth El
951.684.4511

2675 Central Ave.

Riverside, CA 92506
http://www.uahc.org/congs/ca
/ca023/

Unitarian Universalist

Church of Riverside
951.686.6515

3657 Lemon St.

Riverside, CA 92501
http://www.uuchurchofriversid
e.org

Unity Fellowship of Christ
Church Inland Valley
951.779.9803

3386 Durahart St.
Riverside, CA 92507
http://www.ufcriverside.org

Organizations

Arrowhead Pride Alliance
Box 28928, Greenspot Road
Highland, CA 92399
www.inlandpride.com

IELesbians — Inland Empire
Lesbians (email listserv)
ielesbians-
owner@yahoogroups.com

Gays In Search of Hope
Depression & Bipolar Support
Alliance

Contact Kevin: 951.359.0739
GDBSA@aol.com

Meetings every 2nd Saturday
1PM to 2:30PM

County of Riverside, Mental
Health Administration
Building, 4095 County Circle
Drive, Room A, Riverside, CA

92503 (located off Hole,
between Tyler and Magnolia)
http://www.geocities.com/gayho

pel/

Jeffery Owens Community
Center

info@jocc.org

PO Box 146

Riverside, CA 92502
http://www.jocc.org

PFLAG Riverside — Parents,
Families, & Friends of
Lesbians and Gays
951.686.7314

Meetings every 2nd Sunday at
6:30pm

St. George's Episcopal Church
(950 Spruce St., Riverside)
pflag_riversideca@yahoo.com
http://www.pflagriverside.org/

PFLAG Temecula Valley —
Parents, Families, & Friends
of Lesbhians and Gays
Contact Cindy Koch,
951.943.7323 (hm) or
951.452.2551 (cell)

Meetings every 3rd Sunday at
3:00pm

Perris, CA

Rainbow Pride Youth Alliance
909.725.0417

Weekly meetings at the
Mulvane Center

860 Gilbert St., San Bernardino,
CA 92404

moreinfo@rpya.org
http://www.rpya.org/

Redlands FFLAG — Family &
Friends of Leshians and Gays
909.335.2005

Meetings every 1st Wednesday
@ 7:30pm

Hosted by First United
Methodist Church of Redlands
1 East Olive Ave.

Redlands, CA 92373
http://www.iefflag.org/

Safe Schools Coalition
Palm Springs/Desert
Communities
760.399.0988
info@safeschoolspsdc.org
PO Box 254

Palm Springs, CA 92263
http://www.safeschoolspsdc.org/




PO Box 146
Riverside, CA
92502-0146

E-MAIL:
info@jocc.org

Mission

To promote the health
and well-being of youth
and adults in the
Riverside and San
Bernardino area
communities by providing
support, education, and
advocacy regarding
sexual orientation and
gender identity.

We're on the Web!

See us at:

www.JOCC.org

JEFFREY OWENS
COMMUNITY CENTER
PO Box 146
Riverside, CA 92501

Stonewall Democrats
909.556.6818
PO Box 9642
Redlands, CA 92375

Transgendered Soul
Renee' Sasse' & Paris
Leisure

909.289.9785 &
909.433.9533
Reneel02099@verizon.net
& Parisean1l4@yahoo.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/gro
up/Transgendered_Soul

Western Inland Empire
Coalition Against Hate
Helpline: 1-866-662-4283
wiecah@wiecah.org

PO Box 2560

Riverside, CA 92516
http://www.wiecah.org

events that includes new
items such as a golf
tournament, car and mot
cycle show, volunteer
training sessions.

JOCC has also forged w
will be an exciting liaisor

Youth Alliance. Several

Businesses

Back to the Grind
[coffeehouse]
951.784.0800

3575 University Ave.
Riverside, CA 92501
http://back2thegrind.com/

The Lark [club]
909.884.8770

917 Inland Center Dr.
San Bernardino, CA
92410

Menagerie [club]
951.788.8000

3581 University Ave
Riverside, CA 92501
http://www.clubmenagerie.co
m/

youth activities are plann
in tandem with the Rainbow continue, JOCC intends to
Youth Alliance.
Permanent success does nc community to find services
happen over night. The
JOCC volunteers have
planned for future success
with deliberation. Your
patience and support are
paying off. Our community
with the Rainbow Pride  will have a center you can
point to with pride.

Oasis Nightclub
909.920.9590

1386 East Foothill Blvd.
Upland, CA 91786
http://www.oasis-
nightclub.com/

Out for Coffee
909.758.9055
info@outforcoffee.net

9309 B Foothill Blvd.
Rancho Cucamonga, CA
91730
http://www.outforcoffee.net/

VIP Nightclub & Restaurant
951.784.2370

3673 Merrill Ave.

Riverside, CA 92506
http://www.vip-nightclub.com/

As assaults and attacks
have a place for the entire

and solace, support and
solidarity, companionship
and friendships.

We invite you to come and
get involved in helping to
shape the future of our
community!




