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New Location, New Services  
�

JOCC announces new Board 
Member  
In June of 2007 the Jeffery Owens Community Center added 
John Stanskas to its Board of Directors.  John is a professor 
of chemistry at San Bernardino Valley College and has been 
a volunteer at large with the center for over a year now. John 
attended Mary Washington College in Virginia where he 
obtained his undergraduate degree and was involved with 
equal rights and LGBT issues and later received his graduate 
degree from University of Maryland.   
John’s goals with JOCC are to create a vibrant and diverse 
community center in downtown Riverside and help JOCC 
secure a variety of grants.   
The Board of Directors is excited to have John aboard and is 
looking forward to see how this new voice will help shape 
the future of the JOCC. �  

Virtual No More --
JOCC Moves In 
The Jeffery Owens Community 
Center has a new location in 
downtown Riverside at 3845 Tenth 
Street, near the corner of Market 
Street. 
 
JOCC now has a real home complete 
with an office and conference room.  
The Center has meeting space and, 
support groups are forming. Our staff 
person and volunteers will be 
available to assist the community.  
After five years of working toward 
this moment, it is indeed a dream 
come true! �  

New Office Staff  Hired  
The Board of the Jeffery Owens Community 
Center is pleased to announce that we have hired 
Aubrey Mantel as our office staff person. 
Aubrey is currently working on her BA in 
Sociology and has plans to obtain her Masters in 
Sociology. 
Aubrey has been a volunteer with the JOCC for 
the past three years and has successfully 
organized our Breaking  All Barriers Fund 
Raising Events along with volunteering on 

 
New JOCC Board member John  
Stanskas and Aubrey Mantel 

 
 

several committees. Aubrey has also 
volunteered with many other organizations 
within the community such as Rainbow 
Pride Youth Alliance, and Habitat for 
Humanity just to name a few. 
The JOCC Board feels that Aubrey brings 
passion for the LGBTQ community along 
with her experience and we are pleased that 
Aubrey will be representing the Jeffery 
Owens Community Center.�  
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Davis Hall.  In addition to the core activity of a 
support group, authors with LGBT focus and 
community activist speak at some meetings. 

      

       St George’s Episcopal Church 
 
 As we evolve we will have the structure and 
people power to join with other like-minded 
groups and agencies to create awareness and bring 
about change.  PFLAG Riverside has participated 
in JOCC events and some planning meetings.  We 
hope to collaborate in future events in our shared 
vision of creating a society that protects the rights 
of the individual and promotes human respect and 
diversity. 

For more information, email PFLAG Riverside 
pflag_riversideca@yahoo.com or check the 
website http://pflagriverside.org    �  

��������	
���

��������	
���

��������	
���

��������	
���

 ����
Jo Ann & Barry Rayshel 

There are times in everyone’s life that present an 
opportunity to contribute in some small way to the 
betterment of humankind.  The tragic death of 
Jeffery Owens was such a catalyst. 
 
As concerned parents of a gay son, we felt the need 
to express our sincere regret and support of LGBT 
human and civil rights by participating in the candle-
light vigils and other gatherings expressing public 
outcry. 
 
These gatherings were testimony to the fact that this 
basic human right effected individuals and families 
from every age, gender, ethnicity, religious and 
socio-economic background, i.e. the human race. 
As parents, we felt the need to bond with other 
parents and families with this concern, and with the 
greater need to bond with all people affected by this 
societal situation.  
Our son made us aware of PFLAG (Parents, 
Families, Friends of Lesbians and Gays) whose 
mission is to promote the health and well-being of 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender persons, their 
families and friends through support, education and 
advocacy. 
We were very fortunate to have a Riverside PFLAG 
meeting hosted for a time at the First Christian 
Church.  For personal reasons, the facilitator could 
not continue to host the meetings.  We offered to 
assume the responsibility to form an affiliated local 
chapter under the national PFLAG umbrella. 

Our first meeting was held in September 2005 at 
Back to the Grind coffeehouse.  With the help of the 
UCR LGBT Resource Center spreading the word 
and our announcing PFLAG Riverside’s existence at 
local meetings for Equality California, there was a 
large attendance for our first meeting which was 
very inspiring.   

We were also very fortunate to have a married 
couple from First Congregational Church become 
very involved from its inception and continue to 
give selflessly. 

PFLAG Riverside is currently meeting on the 
second Sunday of each month at 6:30 pm at St. 
George’s Episcopal Church, 950 Spruce St., and 
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We are Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, Intersex, Queer & 
Questioning youth, friends and 
family of LGBTIQ ages 12-21 
 
We are friends or family of 
LGBTIQ. 
We are breaking barriers around 
closed minds.... 
We have a great place to meet, 
talk, and be with other people like 
you in Riverside 
We have tons of fun activities and 
people! 
 
Meetings:  Jeffery Owens 
Community Center Youth Council 
Mondays, 5 - 8 pm at the 
Community Center,  3845 Tenth 
Ave, Riverside  CA  92501  
Bring your friends, ideas and an 
open mind. Snacks provided too!! 
What more could you ask? �  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Mario’s Place to host Benefit  
Mario’s Place will be providing an inviting and 
delicious space for the second annual Evening at 
Mario’s fundraising event to benefit the Jeffery 
Owens Community Center. 
This event begins at 6 pm on Sunday October 7, 
2007.  
 
Tickets are $75.00, available at the Menagerie and 
Delights and Invites on Main Street across from the 
Mission Inn. 
 
Expect exceptional entertainment from the 
California Riverside Ballet, local entertainers, an 
Art Auction featuring works from the personal 
collection of Jeffery Owens and a Date auction 
where you can bid on your favorite person  �  

HIV Education and 
Support Groups for 
LGBT Men & Women  
 
The Jeffery Owens Community 
Center will be hosting HIV 
support groups for both men and 
women at the Center’s location at 
the shared space of Planned 
Parenthood, 3845 Tenth Avenue, 
Riverside, CA 92501. 
 
Meetings are facilitated by the 
Riverside County Department of 
Health HIV/AIDS Program. 
1-800-AIDS-ASK 
 
Men’s group start September 20th, 
6:30 – 8:00pm 
Women’s group start September 
27th 
6:30 – 8:00pm. 
��
 



 

 

�����������	
���

�	� �����	��� � ����� � ����� 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

�����������	
���

�	������	��� �
 

����� � ���� � �    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 



 

 

Jeffery Owens Community Center Open House 

 
 

 
 
 
 
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission  

To promote the health 
and well-being of youth 

and adults in the 
Riverside and San 
Bernardino area 

communities by providing 
support, education, and 

advocacy regarding 
sexual orientation and 

gender identity. 
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3845 Tenth Street 
Riverside, CA 92501 

  
 

E-MAIL: 
info@jocc.org 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.JOCC.org  
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